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Paris, 21st September 2020 

 

MONITORING OF THE SARS-COV-2 VIRUS IN WASTEWATER NETWORKS:  
 

SUEZ LAUNCHES A NEW OFFER                                                                                     

FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO FIGHT AGAINST THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS 

 

In the context of a resurgence of the Covid-19 epidemic, SUEZ is deploying an offer to monitor the 
presence of SARS-CoV-2 in wastewater networks. Developed by the Group's scientific and technical 
research teams, this innovative system enables local authorities to better assess the circulation of 
the virus on their territories and to better anticipate the health measures to implement at the 
neighborhood level.   

Named "City Sentinel Covid-19", this new offer has been commercialized since the beginning of June in 

Spain to 15 local authorities. It has proved its efficiency by monitoring the quantity of virus present in 

wastewater at several points in the sewerage networks, particularly downstream of sensitive areas, high-risk 

or critical facilities (nursing homes, schools, etc.) and buildings with a high occupancy rate.  

This new offer relies on scientific research which has established that the viral load present in wastewater is 

a relevant and early marker (2 to 3 days) of its circulation in populations. The system warns on the 

emergence of new outbreaks of contaminations as soon as the contamination phase begins, regardless of 

the proportion of asymptomatic people, and makes it possible to manage the implementation of reinforced 

protection measures (screening tests, campaigns for barrier measures including the wearing of masks, etc.), 

or to limit access to certain sensitive establishments. 

Already operational in 15 municipalities in Spain, Covid-19 City Sentinel is currently deployed in France, the 

United States, India and Chile. This approach complements the national surveillance networks currently 

being developed, particularly in France with the OBEPINE1 network in which SUEZ is proud to participate. 

"The launch of SUEZ’s first offer, particularly in Spain and internationally, demonstrates the commitment of 

the Group and of its partners in the fight against the spread of the coronavirus. The teams are also working 

on identifying markers of the presence of the virus, which are simpler and easier to measure than SARS-

CoV-2. This system will enable sanitation services that do not have advanced analytical capabilities to 

monitor the presence and the activity of the virus in their sanitation systems. The SUEZ Group has 29,000 

employees in France, supported by a talent pool of nearly 650 researchers and 1400 experts in Research & 

Innovation. France is a land of innovation for our Group: we have our global R&D center there ", explains 

Jean-Marc Boursier, SUEZ Group COO. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                                                            
1 The OBEPINE consortium (Epidemiological Observatory in Wastewater) is financed by the Ministry for Higher education, 

Research and Innovation, alongside with the University of Lorraine. 
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About SUEZ:  

Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and 

supporting economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: 

water, soil, and air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing 

municipalities’ and industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers 

sanitation services to 64 million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 jobs 

created directly and indirectly on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, the Group 

is targeting 100% sustainable solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €18.0 billion in 2019. 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 

 

 
    

https://www.suez.com/en/News
https://twitter.com/suez
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1711137?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical:company,clickedEntityId:1711137,idx:2-3-4,tarId:1462895939675,tas:suez
https://www.youtube.com/user/SUEZenvironnement
https://www.instagram.com/suez_group/?hl=fr

