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Paris, November 26th, 2020 
 

CONFERENCE OF FRENCH MAYORS AND MUNICIPALITIES1: 
 

SUEZ WINS THE INNOVATION AWARD 
WITH ITS COVID-19 CITY WATCH OFFER 

On Thursday, November 26th at the Conference of French Mayors and Municipalities, the jury for 
the Innovation Award rewarded SUEZ in the Energy and Ecological Transition category for its 
Covid-19 City Watch offer, which screens wastewater networks for SARS-CoV-2. Developed by 
the Group’s scientific and technical research teams, local authorities can use this innovative 
system to track the circulation of the virus in their areas and thereby better anticipate the health 
measures required at the district level and fight against the spread of the virus. 

Each year, the Conference of French Mayors and Municipalities awards an Innovation Prize for 
innovative services, solutions, products, processes or equipment developed by providers of goods or 
services to local authorities. The jury is made up of specialist journalists and regional directors and in 
2020 it awarded prizes in four different categories: Regional Development, Infrastructure and Transport, 
Community safety & living, and Energy and Ecological Transition.  

This year, the SUEZ “Covid-19 City Watch” offer won the Innovation prize in the Energy and Ecological 
Transition category. This service, already operational in 15 local communities in Spain and currently 
deployed in France, and has proved its effectiveness by monitoring viral loads in wastewater, 
particularly upstream of vulnerable areas, high-risk or critical facilities (retirement homes, teaching 
institutions, etc.), as well as high-occupancy buildings.  

“Covid-19 City Watch” is a fully-fledged tool that helps to guide local governments as they target 
measures in their districts. “Covid-19 City Watch” allows sources of contamination to be accurately 
identified and early measures to be taken to limit the impact of the pandemic and protect citizens’ health 
(restricting access, targeted individual testing programs). 

It leverages scientific research, which has determined that the wastewater viral load is a useful lead 
indicator (2 to 3 days) of how the virus spreads within a population. The system warns of new outbreaks 
as soon as the contamination phase begins, regardless of the proportion of asymptomatic patients, 
thereby making it possible to target boosted protection measures (screening tests, social distancing 
campaigns including mask-wearing, etc.) or to limit access to certain sensitive establishments. 

This initiative complements national surveillance networks currently under development and in particular 
the OBEPINE network in France 2 which SUEZ is proud to be part of.  

 

 

                                                           
1 Salon des Maires et des Collectivités Locales (SMCL) 

2 The OBEPINE consortium (OBservatoire EPIdémiologique daNs les Eaux usées [wastewater epidemilogical surveillance]) 
is funded by the Ministry for Higher Education, Research and Innovation, in partnership with the Université de Lorraine.  
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 “SUEZ is proud to be awarded the Innovation prize at the Conference of French Mayors and 
Municipalities for its Covid-19 City Watch offer, true testimonial of how the Group and its partners are 
rising to the challenge of preventing the spread of the new coronavirus. The offer Covid-19 City Watch 
embodies our water & waste expertise of the past 150 years and SUEZ’s ability to innovate. Our 650 
researchers and 1,400 Research and Innovation experts are doing their utmost to provide practical 
solutions to local authorities, helping them to safeguard our environment and peoples’ health” 
commented Jean-Marc Boursier, Group Senior Executive Vice President in charge of France and Group 
Operations of SUEZ. 

 

 
 
Press contact: 
 

Isabelle Herrier Naufle / Laura Selmane 
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isabelle.herrier.naufle@suez.com / laura.selmane@suez.com 

About SUEZ:  
Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and 
supporting economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural 
capital: water, soil, and air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, 
optimizing municipalities’ and industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The 
Group delivers sanitation services to 64 million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with 
more than 200,000 jobs created directly and indirectly on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials 
produced. By 2030, the Group is targeting 100% sustainable solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total 
revenue of €18.0 billion in 2019. 
 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  
on the website & on social media 
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