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Paris, March 18, 2021 
 

March 22: World Water Day 
 

SUEZ, world leader in the distribution of drinking water, leverages all its expertise  

to protect water resources and the natural environment  

 

On the occasion of World Water Day, established by the United Nations (UN) on March 22, whose 

theme this year is “what water means to people and how we can better protect it,” SUEZ Group 

reaffirms its commitment to research and development (R&D) in order to leverage all its expertise in 

the water cycle and natural environment to preserve, protect and diversify resources. 

 

In the context of rising populations and growing urbanization, the UN estimates that demand for water will 

increase by 50%1 by 2030. However, the scarcity of this resource is already a reality and a cause of major 

conflicts over water use. Indeed, agriculture uses 70% of the world’s water resources, manufacturers use 

20%, and households use 10%. Faced with these challenges, SUEZ is leveraging its expertise and R&D 

capabilities to preserve water resources in order to: 

- Provide as many people as possible with access to water and address water poverty,  

- Guarantee the quality of water resources and the protection of the natural environment in the face of 

the emergence of new pollutants. 

 

The Group invests €120 million per year in research, development and innovation. Through its 8 research & 

development centers, 9 laboratories and expertise centers, 530 employees working in R&D, and 1,400 

experts worldwide, the Group is committed to the protection of the environment, resources and water 

environments.  

 

SUEZ’s solutions to the heart of the issues 

➢ Tackling emerging pollutants  

In coordination with the CIRSEE2 and Water Technologies & Solutions Business Unit, SUEZ Group is 

working on the advanced treatment of PFASs in water and soil in order to optimize in real-time the 

treatment of these pollutants in water. 
 

In Denmark, SUEZ will soon treat micropollutants including drug residues found in the wastewater of 

Aalborg Hospital, before discharging the latter into the natural environment.  
 

In France, the Group has committed to treating microplastics in wastewater at the Thau (France) 

wastewater treatment plant.  

 

 
1 2017 figure. Source: https://www.cieau.com/eau-transition-ecologique/enjeux/croissance-demographique-

rechauffement-climatique-besoins-energetiques-comment-vont-evoluer-les-besoins-en-eau-dans-le-monde/  

2SUEZ’s Paris-based International Water and Environmental Research Center 
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➢ Producing alternative water, an effective solution to the problem of water access 

With a global production capacity of 1,780 million m3 of alternative water3 per year, SUEZ is the world 

leader in both desalination and the reuse of wastewater. Having built more than 3,500 desalination 

plants4, the Group has numerous municipal (Perth, Melbourne, Bahrain, Riyadh, Barka, etc.) and industrial 

(Petrobras and Koniambo Nickel in New Caledonia, the Chengdu chemical industry park in China, etc.) 

references. As a pioneer of reverse osmosis desalination technology, SUEZ has been designing and 

developing complementary innovative technologies since 1969 to optimize processes and to reduce 

operating costs and environmental impacts in order to produce drinking water from salt water in an ecological 

and sustainable way.  

 

➢ Improving the performance of water networks  

SUEZ has recently won performance contracts to reduce the volume of water lost in pipes in several cities 

around the world. For example, in São Paulo, SUEZ, supported by its local partners, is targeting savings 

of around 4,000,000 m3 in water each year, the equivalent of 1,600 Olympic swimming pools. Equally, 

in Panama, SUEZ was awarded a technical support contract to help the country's capital city improve the 

operational and economic management of its drinking water services.  

 

➢ Detecting leaks by satellite 

The Group operates around 300,000 km of drinking water networks worldwide. Whether it is aging 

infrastructure or changes in pressure or temperature, pipework is subject to major hazards that can lead to 

water leakage and breakage. To prevent these damages, the Group is joining forces with new players and 

forming partnerships, such as the one with Utilis, to use satellites to detect leaks. With this technology 

inspired by research on the water of other planets, the Group is planning to cover 12,000 km of pipework in 

Belgium and contribute to reducing leaks by at least 15% for the regions of South Staffordshire and 

Cambridge in the United Kingdom.  

 

➢ Real-time monitoring of water consumption 

As a world leader in smart water, the Group has developed several real-time management solutions 

including the On’Connect and Aquadvanced® ranges in order to support customers in the management of 

their water use, and smart water meters for water and wastewater treatment networks. To date, SUEZ has 

sold 5 million smart water meters worldwide, including 2.6 million in France and 1.8 million in Spain. 

These water meters enable faster detection of leaks in networks and significantly reduce water consumption 

in the home.  

 

Bertrand Camus, CEO of SUEZ: “More than ever, our Group is determined to accelerate and strengthen its 

contribution in the fight to preserve water. This challenge has been at the heart of our priorities for more than 

160 years. We are certain that ensuring the balance of ecosystems by paying attention to the management 

of water resources also means ensuring that the balance and quality of life of women and men is 

maintained.” 

 
Press contacts: 
Isabelle Herrier Naufle    Elodie Vandevoorde 
+33 (0)6 83 54 89 62    +33 (0)6 78 36 19 52    
isabelle.herrier.naufle@suez.com    elodie.vandevoorde@suez.com 
Twitter: @suez 

 
3 REUSE + desalination 

4 2019 figure 
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CIRSEE researchers in Le Pecq, near Paris (France) – © SUEZ/William Daniels  VISIO center – 360° real-time monitoring of water and   

  wastewater services – © SUEZ/Antoine Meyssonnier  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of a smart water meter – © SUEZ    Sea water desalination plant in Perth (Australia) – © SUEZ  

 

 
About SUEZ:  

Since the end of the 19th century, SUEZ has built expertise aimed at helping people to constantly improve their quality of life by protecting their health and 

supporting economic growth. With an active presence on five continents, SUEZ and its 90,000 employees strive to preserve our environment’s natural capital: 

water, soil, and air. SUEZ provides innovative and resilient solutions in water management, waste recovery, site remediation and air treatment, optimizing 

municipalities’ and industries’ resource management through “smart” cities and improving their environmental and economic performance. The Group delivers 

sanitation services to 64 million people and produces 7.1 billion m3 of drinking water. SUEZ is also a contributor to economic growth, with more than 200,000 jobs 

created directly and indirectly on an annual basis, and a provider of new resources, with 4.2 million tons of secondary raw materials produced. By 2030, the Group 

is targeting 100% sustainable solutions, with a positive impact on our environment, health and climate. SUEZ generated total revenue of €17,2 billion in 2020. 

 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 

 

 

 

 

 

    

https://www.suez.com/en/News
https://twitter.com/suez
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1711137?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical:company,clickedEntityId:1711137,idx:2-3-4,tarId:1462895939675,tas:suez
https://www.youtube.com/user/SUEZenvironnement
https://www.instagram.com/suez_group/?hl=fr

